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Rummage Sale: Three-Way Success
Members from both First Church and Woodmar
came together to produce a successful rummage
sale on June 22. It provided an opportunity to
welcome and serve our community, a source of
funds to support multiple ministries, and
fellowship for all involved. Net proceeds from
the sale totaled just under $2,000. Woodmar will
receive $500 of this in recognition of the valued
contributions of Woodmar members to set-up
and conduct the sale (including delicious baked
goods!). The remaining three quarters will be
allocated evenly among First Church Missions,
United Women in Faith, and the FUMC current
expense fund.
Jane Harper-Alport, Finance Committee 

     Pastor Jim Denton is planning to conduct a
Membership Inquiry Class for the congregations
of both First Church and Woodmar. If you are
not a yet a member and have been considering
membership, you will want to take this class.
Each participant can make the decision about
joining after completing the class.
     Pastor Jim also encourages existing church
members to consider taking the class as a
refresher, which he says, “is never a bad idea.”
Dates and times for the class will be determined
by those attending. He adds, “Remember, only
professing members of either First or Woodmar
will be able to vote on the merger, when that time
comes.” Please contact Pastor Jim or the church
office to sign up.

Save the Date
Woodmar and First UMC Community Picnic
will be Saturday, August 24 from 11:00 – 2:00, in
the north parking lot of Woodmar UMC. Watch
for the sign-up list which will include: set-up on
Saturday morning, pre-packaged desserts,
activities for kids, hot dog grillers and more. 



Information or Being In Formation?

     One of the defining characteristics of early Methodism was an emphasis on the constant use of the
means of grace. The means of grace are those practices that allow us to open our lives to the
transforming power of God’s grace. These practices are prayer, reading scripture, regular worship,
frequently receiving Communion, serving one another, Christian conferencing (talking through our
faith life with others), and sharing our faith in both word and deed with the world. According to John
Wesley, the means of grace must be practiced both privately and in community to be most effective.
     John Wesley organized the first Methodists into groups called classes to support the constant use of
the means of grace. Methodism was not yet a denomination or a church; it was nothing more than
membership in a class in addition to attending church. There were three rules to remain a Methodist: do
no harm; do all the good you can; and attend to all the ordinances of God, which are the means of
grace. All Methodists were in classes, and if you stopped attending, you were no longer a Methodist.
     These classes, consisting usually of about 12 persons, met weekly to talk about how they were living
out the means of grace, encourage and support one another in using the means of grace, pray together,
read the scriptures together, help the poor, and check in with each other throughout the week. Through
these classes many, many people had their lives transformed as they grew in discipleship.
     However, once Methodism became a denomination and after Sunday School became a practice in
the middle 1800s, these classes disappeared. Although Sunday School and Bible studies are wonderful
offerings of the church, they tend to be ”school” where learning information is emphasized. Sunday
School and Bible studies teach about the Bible, the doctrines of the church, and how we should live but,
often, they never go beyond the “learning about” and never quite reach the level of “living out” our
faith that was the heart of the early Methodist classes. It is like learning music theory and the history of
the piano without ever actually sitting down at a piano and practicing! You might be an expert about
the piano, but you can’t make music.
     When Jesus noticed two would-be disciples following him, he didn’t turn and ask them, “What do
you believe?” or “What do you know?” He asked, “What do you want?” (John 1:38). He invited them
to follow him and “come and see.”
     What do you want? Do you want to know about faith or live it? Do you want to settle for being a
believer, or do you want to be a follower (disciple) of Jesus? I invite you to “come and see.” Let us
recreate the early Methodist classes, which today are called “small groups” in which we can seek not
just information, but to be in formation into the likeness of Christ, strong and fruitful disciples. Contact
me or the church office and we will get some groups started. Come and see what a difference such a
transformative practice can make in your life!

Jim

Thoughts from Pastor Jim



Opportunities to Grow Our Faith
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Issue 001

United Women of Faith
United Women in Faith met at The Wheel
Restaurant in Hammond to discuss our plans for
summer. We are not having any regular meetings
until September. However, we will get together
at Woodmar for a potluck on August 26 at
noon. Women of Woodmar and First UMC, as
well as their friends, are invited to attend. 

We are continuing to collect items for Phil's
Friends in a box in the narthex at Woodmar.
UWF formerly was the United Methodist
Women. Our organization is open to all women
of faith, no matter whether they are Methodists
or not.

      During the summer, the Wednesday Bible
Study  is meeting once a month at First Church.
Mark your calendar for the next two classes: July
17 and August 21.  On September 11 we will
resume our fall schedule, meeting every
Wednesday at 10:30 am. Everyone is welcome to
participate! 
     During the summer, class members, and
anyone else interested in joining us, will be
contacted via email, text, or phone with
information about gathering for a Wednesday
lunch at a local restaurant on July 3, July 31,
August 14, and September 4—dates that are
close to midway between the summer class
meeting dates. Let Jane Harper-Alport (219-718-
8328) know if you would like to join the group
for lunch on any or all of these dates. Just a
chance to gather for food and fellowship when
we miss being together for class on a weekly
basis!

      Being a disciple of Jesus Christ means
actively living out our faith through acts of piety
and acts of service. We are called to lives of
personal devotion, corporate worship, service
within the church, and mission in the world.
Serving within the church was an important step
in my personal discipleship journey.
     There are many ways to serve within the
church, including being a greeter, usher, liturgist,
Communion server, singing in the choir,
assisting with children’s ministry, leading a small
group, hospitality, and becoming a member of
the church’s leadership team. Pray about where
you might serve and learn more by talking to
people who are serving in an area to which God
may be calling you. If you would like to try out
serving in worship or a ministry area, let me or
the church office know. Training and mentoring
will be provided.
Pastor Jim Denton

 Evening Prayers on Zoom
Everyone welcome!

 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  Thursday
8:00 PM 

Contact either church office 
to receive the Zoom link.



Children’s Ministries
It’s summertime, and this month we have not one, but two, monthly memory verses: 
“Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure. Then you
will shine among them like stars in the sky.” Philippians 2:14-15

We took our planned field trip to Sand Ridge Nature Center on June 23, and a good time was had by all.
While walking the trails, we met turtles, snakes, owls, hawks, and many other animals. We had fun
finding things on our scavenger hunt list and enjoyed an afternoon exploring God’s creation.

We will meet soon to start planning  children’s Sunday school. Contact Mike or Pastor Jim if you would
like to volunteer to be on rotation to help with Sunday School. Also, if you'd like to present Children’s
Time during worship, either one time or regularly, see Mr. Mike.
Mike Kizman, Children’s Ministries Director

Community Preschool/Childcare 
Having a Fun Summer!
    Summer fun is happening here at the
preschool. Teachers have planned water days,
picnics, tea parties, enjoyed their harvests from
the community garden, and much more.
CP&CC staff completed their annual CPR/First
Aid/Universal precautions training on May 24
and enjoyed conversation over lunch with a
couple of our board members. Thanks, Cyndi
and Phyllis Sovola, for lunch and a sweet treat!
Our summer enrollment has decreased, allowing
teachers to have extra time off. The 24-25
school year is approaching (August 19). 
     Hessville had a “Live in the Ville” event on
May 31 and June 1. We had a booth and passed
out enrollment and hiring flyers. We also are
sending enrollment and hiring flyers to various
locations. If you have any suggestions, contact
Karianne (219) 844-3030 ext 305. 
     This summer, we have a returning intern
from the Hammond Area Career Center who is
volunteering at our program. She stated, “I
couldn’t imagine a better place to give back to.”
Thank you for your time, Karyme Ayala!

Sunday School Returning 
Exciting news: In the upcoming school year, we
plan to resume Sunday School for the children!
Mike Kizman (a/k/a Mr. Mike), his daughter
Keelin Kizman (soon to begin her sophomore
year at Taylor University), and Pastor Jim will
meet in July and August to design a plan for
helping our children develop their faith. If you
would like to assist with planning and teaching,
please let Pastor Jim or the church office know,
and we will include you on the planning team for
children’s ministry.
Pastor Jim Denton

Children’s Ministries

Children’s
Events

Community
Preschool &
Childcare



  

ch 2024

FUMC Mission Team News
Hello, First and Woodmar Church families!
     The financial contributions for First’s Second Mile Giving and Woodmar’s Monthly Mission for July
will be donated to Strong Tower United Methodist Church in East Chicago. Strong Tower (officially
Torre Fuerte UMC) is a congregation that began in the First Church chapel. Its members became a
United Methodist congregation and established their own church in a building they transformed for
worship and ministry at 3801 Deodar Street in East Chicago. The congregation has come a long way, but
they still face obstacles and appreciate support from other United Methodists. Pastor Esequiel Becera
and his wife Suri, who often preaches and leads worship, are very appreciative of our help.
     We can help Strong Tower with financial contributions, donation of items to the Strong Tower bin in
the FUMC Mission Corner, and prayer. (The bin and list of desired items are located opposite the office
entrance.) Some items that Strong Tower needs are: 

Paper Plates
Napkins
Forks and spoons

Note that Strong Tower does not need, and cannot accept, donations of clothing.
     Thanks to everyone who financially donated to June's Second Mile Giving recipient, Indiana Coalition
to End Sexual Assault & Human Trafficking.  
     The Mission team also extends heartfelt thanks to First Church and Woodmar volunteers who helped
with the June 22 rummage and bake sale, all who prayed for the sale and its volunteers, and to the
community (and church members!) who supported the sale with their donations and purchases. 
Richard Miller, FUMC Mission Team co-chair

 

Reaching Out to Our Community
Evangelism
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Impact and
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Woodmar thanks all who donated to our
community garden. Summer squash, green
peppers and tomatoes will soon be ready for
picking. Please help yourself and pass the
word. Feel free to water the garden when you
are visiting. 

THE VINE FOOD PANTRY
 AT-A-GLANCE

 May 2024
 

New Clients..........................................................18
Return Clients.................................................456
Total Clients Served....................................474

 
New Households..................................................9
Return Households........................................228
Total Households Served...........................237 

 
             Total Pounds Distributed: 7,356



Learn to Knit or Crochet
“Crochet & Knit for Phil’s Friends” meets each
Monday at 10:00 am in the lounge at
Woodmar. We are making lap blankets and
hats to be included in the Phil’s Friends care
packages, which are delivered to those affected
by cancer. Our members will help anyone
interested in learning to crochet or knit. We can
also suggest and provide patterns for those who
are ready to begin a project. Please join us!

First UMC Knit & Crochet Will Be 
Taking a Break
Knit & Crochet, which meets on Thursday
afternoons at First Church, will be taking a
short summer break. After the gathering on
Thursday, July 25, they will break for 8 weeks
and will return on Thursday, September 19.
Please mark your calendar. If you have
questions or are interested in joining the group,
you may reach out to Sonia Vincent at
(708) 224-6744.

March 2024

Building Relationships 

Relational
Vitality 

Book Club Meets June 17
Woodmar’s Book Club will be meeting via
Zoom on Monday, July 15 at 1:00 p.m. Our
selection this month is The Story Keeper by Lisa
Wingate. Here’s a description from the
Goodreads website: “When successful New York
editor Jen Gibbs discovers a decaying slush-pile
manuscript on her desk, she has no idea that the
story of Sarra, a young mixed-race woman
trapped in Appalachia at the turn of the
twentieth century, will both take her on a
journey and change her forever." If you’d like to
join us, please call the church office so you will
receive a Zoom invitation.

Woodmar Hires New Cusdodian
Woodmar welcomes David Mendoza as our
new custodian/maintenance person. David is
focusing on custodial work as he becomes
familiar with the building and maintenance
issues.



Woodmar UMC BIRTHDAYS
July 9       Lynn Underwood
July 10     Nancy Jarmula
July 12     Pete Vukovich
July 14     Yvonne Jackson
July 20     Nina Christiansen
July 21     James Lopatkiewicz
July 21     Eva Arce
July 26     Linda Trinkle

First UMC BIRTHDAYS
July 4       Malane Young          
July 5       Dave Metzger            
July 7       James Tapper             
July 10     Marty Hawkins           
July 11     Charlotte Moore        
July 15     Pam Stahl                  
July 22     Mary Hinshaw           
July 24     Anthony Bell, Sr.         
July 24     Sherry Nowakowski   
July 24     Brittany Wicklund       
July 25     Sandy Koester             
July 26     Laila Mosley               
July 27     Fran Miklos                 
July 28     Andres Castro              
July 30     L.E. Mosley                  

Birthdays
Miscellenous

The Genesius Guild presents
DISASTER!

By Seth Rudetsky and Jack Plotnick

Earthquakes, tidal waves, infernos and the unforgettable
songs of the ‘70s take center stage in Broadway’s side-
splitting homage to classic disaster films.

 
Performance Dates 

July 19, 20, 26, 27
July 21, 28

Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Sunday Matinees at 3:00 pm

Fellowship Hall at First United Methodist Church 
Adults $19    Student/Seniors $17

​Dinner Theatre is available for Saturday, July 20 for 
$40 each. Advance reservations required. Reservation
deadline: July 8. Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm sharp.

Musical Arrangements and Scoring by Joseph Joubert
Song Arrangements by Seth Rudetsky
Vocal Arrangements by Michael McElroy
Dance Arrangements by David Dabbon
Piano/Vocal Score Arrangements by Steve Marzullo

​
Produced under License Agreement with Music Theatre

International, New York 

https://www.mtishows.com/disaster
https://www.mtishows.com/disaster
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Some things to think about… (a different opinion)
From Pete Vukovich, Chair Woodmar UMC Foundation

In our June Newsletter, there appeared an article updating the Merger Exploration Teams and the
progress they are making. One of the bullet points stated: Unhelpful motives for merging: “Financial
motivation: seeking to preserve endowments/foundations without a clear missional reason for those
invested funds that advances the Kingdom of God.”

Although that statement might have been left purposely vague, I think it is important that The
Woodmar Foundation Committee help both church memberships more fully understand our
Charter and goals as an endowment/foundation. I cannot speak to First Church and their
endowment program; however, we believe that The Woodmar Foundation does definitely have a
clear missional reason for our invested funds that do indeed advance the Kingdom of God.

PURPOSE (of the Woodmar Foundation Fund Charter)
Foundation funds are not to provide for local church general operating expenses. It is intended the
annual budgetary process, together with annual giving, should support the normal and customary
church activities. “Gifts to the Foundation Fund will be held in perpetuity, and if not otherwise
designated by the donor, with income to be used to further Christian ministry and mission. “

To that end, our committee, over the years, has intentionally relaxed our “missional definition” to
the point that we try to donate all available funds throughout any given year.We have funded
Community Church picnics, Brianna’s Hope, Woodmar Preschool and Childcare, Thanksgiving
dinners, website redesign, internet upgrades, backpack giveaway, carpet for the Education Wing.
$11,000 was distributed to various ministries in 2022 and over $15,000 was distributed in 2023.
These ministries included the Christmas Cantata, Missions Committee, Community Childcare, Kids
Closet, the Community Garden and Vacation Bible School. In addition, donations were made to the
Stewardship Campaign and the Library Kiosk and this is not the complete list.  We believe that
these were all clear missional reasons that the Woodmar Foundation supported.  Any remaining
funds not distributed throughout any specific year, in the past, has been donated to the Trustees
Committee to be used for needed repairs or upgrades to our church.  We began 2024 with $22,000
available for distribution and donated the remaining 2023 funds of $8120 to the Trustees to help
cover the water main break repairs.

It is important to note a couple additional key points here.
In November of 2022 the Foundation Committee asked Marla Dernay, Field Representative of
the United Methodist Foundation of Indiana, to review our Charter and spending policy and to
determine if we needed to update either.  She advised us that our Charter was current with the
templates they have in their office and no updates were suggested or required. 
 In an effort to be proactive, our Foundation Committee reached out to the Merger Exploration
Teams and asked when the two Foundation/Endowment teams would be meeting. We believed it
was important to understand each of the endowment committees Charters and their spending
policies.  We were advised that it was premature for these teams to meet as sub committees at
this time. Instead, we were told, the already established Finance sub-committees would handle
all endowment issues until a clear merger roadmap was established. When that was
accomplished, it would then be the proper timeframe for the two Endowment Committees to
meet.

Continued on the next page



Continued from previous page
Summing up, I think Pastor Denton and the Rev. Lore Blinn Gibson, Conference Superintendent for the
Northwest District, did a good job of giving our congregations a number of things to think about (that
surely was the intent of the article and it appears that it might have worked to some extent). However,
when I think about financial motivations, I gravitate towards the other Finance News that was also
contained in our last newsletter. Giving is down and expenses exceed income, that’s the bottom line. The
fact remains that WUMC has adopted negative budgets for many years prior to 2015. In 2015 through a
Church Charge Conference and a church-wide vote, The Woodmar Foundation approved a $40,000
principal distribution so that our church could have a balanced budget in 2015, for the first time in many
years. In subsequent years and again in 2024 we have approved a negative budget.

Opening the spigot and letting Foundation money flow unrestricted would only provide another
temporary bandage and is not the answer to the financial problems our two churches are currently
dealing with. When the Foundation funds are drained there will no longer be money available for the
original intent that the donors embraced: MISSIONS. 
Pete Vukovich, Chair WUMC Foundation

Save the Date: Stronger Together 2024!
Mark your calendar for the North District’s third annual summer celebration. Stronger Together 2024
will take place on August 10 at Potawatomi Park and Zoo in South Bend. Watch for more information in
the North District News online and the August edition of this newsletter. Pastor Jim has said that it is
definitely worth the trip.

Handbell Choir for Stronger Together 
A North District Combined Handbell Choir is being formed for the Stronger Together event, scheduled
for August 10 in South Bend. Youth and adults are welcome to participate. Previous ringing experience is
a plus, but if you have a willingness to learn, you are welcome. Rehearsal dates, time, and location are as
follows:

Dates: Sundays July 7, 14, 21, 28, and August 4
Time: 5:00-6:15 pm (ET) / 4:00-5:15pm (CT)

Location: North Liberty UMC, 103 S. Main St., North Liberty, IN 46554 (St. Joseph County, at the
intersection of St. Rds. 4 and 23)

If you would like to participate or have questions, please call or text Becky Wasio at 574-252-9069.



                                  
FUMC Finance News
A bit of encouraging news: Contributions for May were only about $500 below giving for the same month
last year, but year-to-date contributions were approximately $20,100 behind the giving total as of May 31,
2023. For the first five months of 2024, reduced giving and significant maintenance/repair expenses for
First Church resulted in expenses exceeding income by $49,302. That deficit has now been offset by two
transfers from the Foundation. We are grateful for Foundation funds received in May to reimburse the
church for invoices paid in 2024 to complete repairs and renovations for the Fran-Lin parsonage, for
which a purchaser finally was procured. A contract was signed and the sale of the property closed at the
end of June. The Finance Committee will address the allocation of proceeds from the sale, after which
decisions will be reported to the congregation. 

FUMC Church Council and Finance Meeting Together
The First Church Council and Finance Committee will convene for a joint meeting on Tuesday, July 16,
at 6:30 pm in Room A. The agenda will include commitments for elected leadership positions for 2025.
These positions will be voted on at the following meeting, tentatively scheduled for September 17. All are
welcome to attend. If you currently serve in a leadership position or desire to serve, please contact Pastor
Jim before the July meeting to discuss your role for 2025.

Woodmar UMC Finance News
We ended May with expenses over income of $6,409. We received $8,842 in offerings for the month of
May. Year-to-date through May has us at expenses over income of $383. Our NIPSCO bill for the month
was only $329 due to a credit at the end of our budget year. This year’s budget amount, beginning in May,
will be $2074 a month. The previous amount was 2,254. Community Preschool had expenses over income
of $1,189. Their Year-to-date is a positive $2,577. 

Stewardship & Finance

First United Methodist Church
6635 Hohman Ave, Hammond, IN 46324

Phone (219) 932-5915
www.hammondfumc.org

email – admin@hammondfumc.org

Office Hours
Brenda: Tuesday & Thursday, 8:30-2:30

Jim: Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00-3:00 

Woodmar United Methodist Church
7320 Northcote Ave,Hammond, IN 46324

Phone (219) 844-3030
www.woodmarumc.org

email - office@woodmarumc.org

Office Hours
Brenda: Monday & Wednesday, 10:00-1:00
Jim:  Monday, 10:00-3:00 & Wed., 1:00-4:00 

Please keep in mind that pastoral care needs may mean that Pastor Jim will be in and out of the
office during these times. It is always advisable to call to schedule a time to meet with him. Please
do not hesitate to reach out to Pastor Jim or Brenda.

http://www.hammondfumc.org/
http://www.woodmarumc.org/
mailto:office@woodmarumc.org

